Ultrastructural "fingerprint" in cryoprecipitate and glomerular deposits: a case report of systemic lupus erythematosus.
A 20 year old woman had lupus nephritis and cryoglobulinemia. The cryoglobulins isolated from the serum and a renal biopsy specimen were studied by means of immunofluorescence, immunochemistry, and electron microscopy. Ultrastructural "fingerprint" structures were observed both in the cryoprecipitate and in the glomerular deposits, as were IgG, IgM, and IgA. These observations furnish morphologic evidence for the glomerular deposition of cryoglobulins in lupus nephritis.